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Local Fertility Grants Give Couples Chance To Have Families
More than 9.3 million American women seek treatment for fertility issues
Winter Park, FL (February 15, 2007) --- Central Florida couples wishing to create a family, but who have had difficulty conceiving, are invited to apply for a Fertile Dreams Embracing Hope grant. The grants, $10,000 each, may be used toward in vitro fertilization (IVF) treatments at any fertility clinic in the United States. Recipients will be named at the Embracing Hope Gala on April 21 at the Portofino Bay Hotel at Universal Orlando. 
More than 9.3 million American women seek treatment for infertility annually, according to the National Center for Health Statistics. Most have no insurance coverage for IVF or its associated medications, which can range in cost between $10,000 and $15,000 per couple. 

“There are many caring individuals who would make wonderful parents,” said Mark Trolice, MD, a reproductive endocrinologist who founded Fertile Dreams after he and his wife personally experienced their own fertility issues and adopted two children. “Our goal is to give couples an opportunity to fulfill their dream of becoming parents.”

Couples, without fertility treatment insurance, who demonstrate medical and financial need, are eligible. Applicants must complete a confidential application and include a brief essay describing their fertility history, personal situation and financial need. Proof of income and a letter from their doctor recommending IVF as medically necessary are required. Grants will be awarded by a volunteer committee made up of health care professionals, hospital administrators and reproductive specialists.
Applications are available at www.fertiledreams.org or by calling 407-672-1106. The deadline to apply is April 9, 2007. 
In 2006, the following organizations made three Embracing Hope grants a reality: Advanced Reproductive Care, Inc. (ARC), American Fertility Association, Barnes and Noble, Charlotte Danciu, P.A., Conceive Magazine, Ferring Pharmaceuticals, Mark P. Trolice, Fertility C.A.R.E., Freedom Fertility Pharmacy, Home At Last Adoption Agency, Kings Pharmacy, Laboratory Corporation of America, Ling's Acupuncture, MDR Pharmaceutical Care, NMHC Ascend/Portland Pharmacy, Organon Pharmaceuticals USA Inc., Orlando Leisure Magazine, Orlando Regional Healthcare, Our Fairy Godmother, Prodigy Ovum Donations, Super Slow Zone, Surrogacy Consultants of Florida, LLC, Westgate Resorts and Winter Park Memorial Hospital.
Fertile Dreams, Inc. – a nonprofit 501c3 organization – was created by a Central Florida physician and his wife, who personally experienced their own fertility issues. The mission of Fertile Dreams is to empower those touched by fertility issues through prevention, education and advocacy. To learn more, visit www.fertiledreams.org. 
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