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Gala Raises Funds For Hope and Fertility Awareness
More than 9.3 million American women seek treatment for fertility issues
 
Winter Park, FL (May 18, 2007) --- More than $150,000 was raised and over 150 guests attended the 3rd Annual Embracing Hope Gala held April 22. Proceeds benefit programs and services for couples facing fertility issues, including three Embracing Hope Scholarships and an annual reproductive health fair.
 
Recipients of the 2007 Embracing Hope grants are:
·   Rachael and Robert Ellerby, Apopka
·   Jason and Amanda Williams, New Smyrna Beach
·   Ashley and Douglas Gonzalez, Palm Coast
 
“The gala and health fair would not be possible without the generosity of corporations that provided monetary or in-kind sponsorships, our planning committee volunteers who devoted countless hours and individuals and business that donated to the auction and games portion of the evening,” said Mark Trolice, MD and Fertile Dreams founder.
According to the National Center for Health Statistics, more than 9.3 million American women seek treatment for fertility issues annually in their dream to have a family. In 2003, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention reported that over 48,000 babies were born as a result of 122,872 assisted reproductive technology procedures performed. Research has shown that in most infertility cases, 40 percent of the complications are female, 40 percent are male and 20 percent are undetermined.
Sponsors for the 2007 event include Advanced Reproductive Care (ARC), Amici Spa, Michael Andrew, Barnes and Noble, Baxter Healthcare Corporation, Brenda Strong, Beautiful Music, California Cryobank, Capital One Healthcare Finance, Peter & Elizabeth Carellas, Central Florida Doctor Magazine, Conceive Magazine, Cook Medical, Dr. Jernigan - CEO, Adventist Health System, Fairbanks Florist, Ferring Pharmaceuticals, Fertility & Reproductive Medicine, Center for Women, Fertility C.A.R.E., Freedom Fertility Pharmacy, Jeff Hawkins Photography, Kings Pharmacy, Ling’s Acupuncture, Little Blessings, Loving Donation, Mazzotti Portraits, MD News Magazine, NMHC Ascend, Nth Degree Design & Visual fx, Nu Vue Medical, Organon Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc., Orlando Regional Healthcare, OV-Watch, Purple Cow Productions, Repromedix, RESOLVE, Schakolad Chocolate Factory, Orlando Fashion Square, Serono, Super Slow Zone, Surro Genesis USA, Take 5 Massage, Dr. & Mrs. Mark P. Trolice, Unilab of Dade, WDBO-AM 580 (Cox Radio), West Wing Limousine, Westgate Resorts, Winnie Palmer Hospital for Women & Babies, Winter Park Memorial Hospital, Xytex, YMCA and Yoga Matrix Studio.
Fertile Dreams, Inc. – a nonprofit 501c3 organization – was created by a Central Florida physician and his wife, who personally experienced their own fertility issues. The mission of Fertile Dreams is to empower those touched by fertility issues through prevention, education and advocacy. To learn more, visit www.fertiledreams.org.
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